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Florida A.G.’s Opinion on Slots Expansion 
 

Pompano Beach, FL (January 13, 2012) – The following statement has been issued 
regarding an opinion issued by Florida Attorney General Bondi on slots expansion: 
 

Florida Attorney General Pam Bondi’s Slot Expansion Opinion 

In response to a question posted by Florida Department of Business and Professional 
Regulation ("DBPR") Secretary Ken Lawson, Florida Attorney General Pam Bondi 
issued an Opinion yesterday, January 12, 2012 addressed to Secretary Lawson on the 
subject of slot machines.  The Attorney General has concluded that the DBPR may not 
issue a slot machine license in any county outside of Miami-Dade and Broward that seeks 
approval of slot machines by local referendum (see s.551.102(4)) without new legislative 
authorization for such a local referendum. 

“The United Florida Horsemen welcomes the Florida Attorney General’s opinion on slot 
referenda, which emphasizes our collective support for the responsible expansion of 
gambling," said Florida Horsemen's Benevolent and Protective Association Executive 
Director Kent Stirling.  "Obviously, any slot referendums based on questionable or 
unlawfully awarded pari-mutuel licenses should never be entertained under any 
circumstances.   Such activity does not represent the legitimate pari-mutuel industry in 
Florida, which has carefully adhered to Florida laws and regulations in any past 
expansion, and strongly condemns any activity to the contrary.  Further, our respective 
industries have entirely underwritten programs to ensure responsible gambling 
statewide." 

To view Attorney General Bondi's Opinion 12-01, please follow the hyperlink below: 
http://myfloridalegal.com/webfiles.nsf/WF/JMEE-8QFQJC/$file/1201.pdf 
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To view Secretary Lawson's request for an opinion, please follow the hyperlink below: 
http://myfloridalegal.com/webfiles.nsf/WF/JMEE-8QFQKU/$file/Request1201.pdf  

 
The Florida Standardbred Breeders and Owners Association, Inc. is a non-profit organization responsible for promoting the 
standardbred horse-breeding and racing industry in Florida. The FSBOA maintains a registry of Florida-bred standardbred 
horses, manages various Florida-bred stakes events and an annual fall sale featuring FL-bred yearlings. The FSBOA website 
contains information about stallions standing in Florida, special standardbred events taking place throughout the year, and 
stake race information (including payment schedules, eligibilities, purses, and results). This website also will publish 
advertisements relating to standardbred services and articles offered for sale. 
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